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In this session we are going to look at:

• Text sources

• AO2 skills

• News & support

Agenda



Text sources





The London Magazine – source for good writing

• The London Magazine is England’s oldest literary 
periodical, with a history stretching back to 1732. Today 
– reinvigorated for a new century – the Magazine’s 
essence remains unchanged: it is a home for the best 
writing and an indispensable feature on the British 
literary landscape.

My mother never gave me her hand… She always 

helped me on and off pavements by pinching my 

frock or coat very lightly at the spot where the 

armhole provides a grip. It humiliated me. I felt I 

was inside the body of an old horse with my 

carter dragging me along by one ear… One 

afternoon, as a gleaming carriage sped past, 

splattering the leaden summer with its 

reflections, I pushed the hand away right in the 

middle of the road. She pinched the cloth even 

tighter and lifted me off the ground like a chicken 

being carried by one wing. I went limp. I refused 

to move. My mother noticed my tears.



Non-fiction extracts



Now has a fiction section!



The Good Immigrant – edited by Nikesh Shukla

Good Pop, Bad Pop – Jarvis Cocker

Do No Harm: Stories of Life, Death and Brain 

Surgery – Henry Marsh

Taste: My Life Through Food – Stanley Tucci 

Book recommendations



AO2



What goes wrong?  Some examiner comments...

Paper 1

• Some candidates did not seem to 

understand the focus of the 

question.

• Some examiners commented 

that there was also evidence of 

‘feature spotting’ where 

candidates identify correctly (or 

incorrectly) particular language 

features in the text, but do not 

explain them. 

Paper 2

• There are some cases of feature spotting and 

many responses at the lower end would refer to 

the writer 'using language' without making use of 

specific terminology. 

• There was also some evidence of incorrectly 

identified features – examiners are asked to 

mark as positively as possible, but clearly 

wrongly identified features in the text can be 

detrimental to scores awarded.



Reading – context and titles

Point of view?    Writer’s feelings?        Tone of text?



Reading [with inference] the contextual information

1. Name the two characters.

2. Where are they going?

3. Which character seems weakest?

4. How well do they know each other?

5. What genre is the extract?

6. What atmosphere could we expect from the extract?



Reading [with inference] the contextual information

1. Where did the writer crash?

2. How long did they wait to be rescued?

3. What action did they take?

4. Why do you think some of the survivors stayed behind?

5. Why do you think the writer decided to climb?

6. What tone could we expect from the extract?



Reading the contextual information



Listen carefully.

Method one:

1. Draw

2. Just listen

3. Make notes

Method two:

1. Summarise in three bullet points.

2. Share with a partner.

3. Merge to just three shared bullet points.

Reading carefully



Storyboard in six frames.

Draw the main characters.

Come up with six adjectives to describe the:

• setting

• events

• characters

Select tone from binary opposites:

• hot/cold

• calm/tense

• scary/calm

• sad/happy

• exciting/peaceful

Reading carefully



Feature spotting annnotation



Use the question:

1. What do we learn about Mount Doom?

2. What other words could be used for 

‘unwelcoming’?

3. Does the tone change from the start of the 

extract to the end?

Avoiding feature spotting – use the question



Avoiding feature spotting – use the question

Use the question.

What three things are interesting 

about the text/character/events?



Selecting words/phrases, not sentences

Select three juicy words/phrases.



Using what/how/why

What? How? Why?

Scale of challenge highest

steep

test experts

Not prepared street clothes

ravaged

exhaustion



Writing it up – embedding quotations



Using the question & embedding quotations

Mount Doom appears unwelcoming as it is sinister; 

for instance it is described as ‘ominous’ with a 

‘jagged crater’ which suggests it has hidden 

dangers.  It is also seems uneven and difficult to 

climb as it is personified as having ‘tumbled 

shoulders’, which make it sound unnatural.

It also sounds unwelcoming as the adjective 

‘rugged’ sounds tough, strong and unbreakable.  

There is a path, but the simile of ‘snakelike’ makes 

even this sound unwelcoming as snakes are 

slippery and can be poisonous.  



Could your students answer the following?

1. What is a quotation?

2. How long should a quotation be?

3. When is a quotation needed?

4. What is feature spotting?

5. Is feature spotting a good idea?

6. Why might the contextual information be helpful?

7. Do I need to understand every single word in the extract?

8. What do I do if I don’t recognise words in the extract?

9. Do I have to analyse words that are in the glossary?



Research participation 
opportunity 



Further support and links to 
other resources



Pearson Edexcel GCSE English Language 2.0 Revision 
Guide and Workbook

Pearson REVISE Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 

English Language 2.0 Revision Guide 

and Workbook

Click on the book cover for the Pearson 

website where you can download samples 

and purchase the text. 

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-and-media/revise-edexcel-gcse-english-language-20#buy


Student Workbook available here 

Develop confident readers and writers and build the 

essential knowledge and skills needed for the Pearson 

Edexcel GCSE English Language 2.0 qualification with our 

new Student Workbook.

The Student Workbook includes:

• a range of fresh, engaging texts for exam practice to 

motivate students

• an introduction to each skill with guidance on how to 

approach and answer different question types

• ‘have a go’ tasks and example answers to build 

confidence

• audio recordings of the extracts available through QR 

codes

• a dyslexia-friendly font and a clear, simple layout to 

support SEND students and struggling readers.

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-and-media/edexcel-gcse-english-language-20/pearson-edexcel-gcse-91-english-language-20-student-workbook


The Full English Podcast

https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/schools/subject-resources/literacy-and-english/support-for-all/support-from-pearson/the-full-english-podcast.html


Mocks Service and Mocks Moderation Service website 

How the mocks service works

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/pearson-edexcel-mocks-service?_ga=2.122087426.800821013.1736763805-1957298031.1733243894#our-mocks-service
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/services/mocks-services/mock-services.pdf


ResultsPlus is an online results analysis tool for teachers that gives a detailed 

breakdown of students’ performance in Pearson Edexcel exams.

Included as part of your qualification fees, ResultsPlus group analysis:

• collates all data on mocks and high-stakes exams enabling senior leaders to 

view performance instantly across your entire group of schools

• enables senior leaders to make meaningful comparisons between different 

schools and across the whole group, as well as against Pearson Edexcel 

national averages

• shows how each school is tracking and progressing year on year

• can be used alongside Access to Scripts for access to a ready-made bank of 

trust-wide exemplar material for aspiration and for standardisation across the 

subject departments.

• provides question-level analysis that allows you to instantly see strengths and 

areas of difficulty at school and group level enabling you to share good 

practice within your group and inform CPD

• seamlessly combines its power with the Mock service.

Find out more

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html
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Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and are here 

to support you throughout the year.

English

Email: teachingenglish@pearson.com 

Phone: +44 (0) 344 463 2535 

             (Mon–Fri, 9.00–17.00)

Book an appointment with your Subject Advisor

Sign up to receive regular updates from your Subject Advisor 

on qualification news and support for your subject.

Subject Advisor Support

Clare Haviland

English

mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
https://outlook.office365.com/book/English@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html


Find out more
 

For more professional development 

courses please see Pearson’s 

Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an 

invitation to share your thoughts about 

the session. Your feedback is invaluable 

to us, as it helps us tailor our 

professional development materials to 

better meet your needs. Please don’t 

hesitate to let us know what you’d like to 

see more of and what areas you think 

could be improved.
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